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Abstract

Mankind has met many of its needs through plants since its existence. In addition to using it for nutrition
purposes, human beings also resort to plants to solve health problems. The Alpinia officinarum,
commonly known as the “Havlican” is a 1-3 m long, multi-year, naturally occurring plant in Southeast
Asia. A. officinarum has been used for spice and for treating diseases such as stomach problems,
toothaches, dysentery, high blood pressure, rtheumatism, and diabetes for 1000 years. It also has
commercial significance due to its use in perfume production, weakening drugs, and lotions. This study
examined the antimicrobial activity of the A. officinarum plant. To this end, the plant’s ethanol extract
was first prepared. The disc diffusion test was performed with 50 pl, 100 pl, and 150 pl (3,68 mg, 7,37
mg, 11,05 mg) extract-loaded discs, and antimicrobial effect was examined on 48 strains. Results were
seen in 22 strains. The best results were seen in bacteria Enterococcus faecium (8-16-20 mm),
Staphylococcus aureus MRSA (10-10-10 mm), Staphylococcus aureus MRSA+MDR (9-10-11 mm),
Staphylococcus aureus ATCC 25923 (9-9-10 mm) and Enterococcus durans (9-9-9 mm). Enterococcus
faecium can cause urinary tract infections, wound infections, and bacteremia. Staphylococcus aureus
can cause gastrointestinal tract infections, septicemia, and meningitis. In addition, nowadays many
bacteria have developed antibiotic resistance and considering that it can cause nosocomial infections,
the disc diffusion test results of the A. officinarum plant are promising in terms of developing a new
antimicrobial agent.
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